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13. Course Content:
For each unit of the course, provide:
1. A brief description (5-10 sentences) of topics to be addressed that demonstrates the
critical thinking, depth and progression of content covered.
2. A brief summary (2-4 sentences) of at least one assignment that explains what a student
produces, how the student completes the assignment and what the student learns.
Unit 1: Destiny
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD
standards: The Sports Gene, Outliers, and Macbeth. In addition, this unit includes the selections “The Importance of
Mindset” and “The Game Ritual,” texts that have been written at three different proficiency levels. These texts serve
as structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them and help students access the complex authentic
literature in the unit.
Objectives:
1. Explore background information about the concepts of destiny and free will.
2. Use the meanings of common Latin prefixes along with context clues to determine the meanings of
unfamiliar words.
3. Practice and apply concrete strategies for analyzing language choices.
4. Have students compare and contrast Donald Thomas and Stefan Holm.
5. Practice and apply concrete strategies for recognizing and using persuasive language.
6. Give opinions on a topic, using modal expressions.
7. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using verbs and verb phrases.
8. Contribute to group discussions by following turn-taking rules.
9. Close read a small passage of created, level-appropriate text.
10. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using knowledge of morphology to select affixes.
11. Debate a key question, providing well-articulated comments and additional relevant information.
12. Demonstrate an understanding of how to connect ideas using compound and complex sentences.
13. Complete a short informational writing assignment using the skill of connecting ideas.
14. Explore examples of outliers, as defined by Malcolm Gladwell.
15. Identify and apply rules for appositives.
16. Practice and apply concrete strategies for understanding and using referring words and phrases.
17. Provide coherent and well-articulated comments and additional relevant information during a discussion.
18. Practice and apply identifying signal words and phrases in order to understand the causes and the effects in
the plot of a story.
19. Explain the cause and effect relationships in the plot of a story.
20. Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying and defining figurative language.
21. Make inferences and draw conclusions from the text, and share them in a whole-class discussion.
22. Explore background information about the concept of how much of what happens in our lives we actually
control.
23. Combine participial phrases to create compound and complex sentences.
24. Explore how writers use specific language for a desired effect.
25. Practice making inferences and drawing conclusions from texts.

Assignment
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
Literary Analysis: In this unit, you have read a variety of selections, including informational text, drama, and poetry,
about the role of destiny in human lives. The subjects of the selections have concerned everything from real-life
global science to individual wilderness survival, from fictional tales of power to real war in the present day. Write a
literary analysis of at least three works from the unit in which you discuss how the role of destiny plays a role in the
texts. How do events take over the character or subject? In what ways does the character or subject influence the
course of events? What common themes or ideas connect the idea of destiny in all three texts? Be sure to cite the
texts you use as sources to support your claims.
Informative/Explanatory: Throughout history, writers, politicians, thinkers, artists, and workers have wondered about
Secondary Course Description

human destiny. How much control do we have over our own lives? How much is left to chance or divine control?
Recall the selections you have read in this unit and how they explore and evaluate the idea of human control. Write
an informative essay in which you use the texts to answer the question: In what ways have human beings learned to
control their fate with success? Think of one area you would like to write about. To develop and support your thesis,
choose two selections from the unit, as well as two credible print or digital sources from outside the unit. Be sure to
cite the sources of facts and details that support your ideas.
Narrative: In this unit, you have read a variety of selections, including nonfiction, drama, and poetry, about the role of
destiny in human lives. The subjects of the selections have been in the areas of everything from sports to wilderness
survival, from ancient struggles to war in the present day. For this project, write a fictional narrative in which your
main character faces a situation he or she wants to control, but cannot. Remember to set out a specific problem,
establish a clear point of view, use narrative techniques such as dialogue and description, and use precise words to
provide a vivid picture of characters and events.
Unit 2: Taking a Stand
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD
standards: The Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin’s Russia, Animal Farm, and “Remarks to the Senate in Support of a
Declaration of Conscience.” In addition, this unit includes the selections “The Peasant Revolt” and “The Dinner of the
Lion,” texts that have been written at three different levels for Emerging, Expanding, and Bridging students. These
texts serve as structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them and help students access the complex
authentic literature in the unit.
Objectives
1. Explore background information about the concept of what happens when an individual or group takes a
stand.
2. Practice identifying and understanding how context clues can help a reader understand the meanings and
connotations of words and their intended effects on an audience.
3. Practice using suffixes and prefixes to make new words and determine meaning.
4. Understand the cause-and-effect structure of a text.
5. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using noun phrases to expand sentences.
6. Practice using concrete strategies for identifying and explaining the central or main idea.
7. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using context clues.
8. Practice and apply concrete strategies for analyzing language choices.
9. Prepare for and participate in a whole-class discussion.
10. Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying and defining multiple-meaning words.
11. Ask and answer questions about the problem and solution in a fictional text.
12. Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying affixes and using knowledge of morphology to select
appropriate affixes.
13. Participate in a whole-class debate about the character trait that most contributed to the story's outcome.
14. Explore background information about an allegory intended to critique communism and the Soviet Union
under Stalin.
15. Identify and apply rules for expanding sentences with adverbs and adverbial phrases and clauses.
16. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using transition words and phrases to comprehend texts.
17. Participate in a collaborative discussion to practice paraphrasing key ideas.
18. Practice identifying and using strong support for opinions.
19. Write a short persuasive argument.
20. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using verb tenses and moods.
21. Practice identifying and using domain-specific vocabulary.
22. Complete a short informational writing assignment using domain-specific vocabulary.

Assignment
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
Argumentative: The driving question for this unit asks, “When is it appropriate to challenge the rules?” Using at least
two texts from this unit and two outside sources, write an argumentative essay in which you defend a claim for just
such a time. Use your sources to provide reasons and evidence for your claim, stated in your thesis, as well as
counterclaims for your argument. In addition, remember to establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone,
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even as you use persuasive techniques to strengthen your argument. Be sure to cite all sources for facts and details
that either support your claim or help refute any counterclaims.
Informative/Explanatory: From times of war to civil unrest, this unit has explored accounts both fictional and true of
when a time comes for someone to take a stand for something he or she believes in. Using at least one selection
from the unit and two additional resources, write an essay in which you explain the repercussions of a stand
someone took. What happened after the events? What were the long-reaching effects? After examining the
evidence, was the person right to take a stand? Be sure to include a clear thesis statement, body paragraphs with
relevant evidence to support the thesis, and citations from your research. Remember to establish and maintain a
formal style and objective tone throughout the essay.
Narrative: What does it mean to take a stand? In this unit, you have read about fictional characters as well as real
people who take stands against rules or ideas they don’t believe in. Think about times when a rule or law might need
to be challenged. Next, think of a setting (imaginary or historical), characters (fictional or real), and a rule that at least
one of the characters wants to challenge. Write a narrative with a clear point of view and sequence of events that
explores what it means to take a stand.

Unit 3: Technical Difficulties
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD
standards: Frankenstein, Silent Spring, and “De-Extinction: The Science and Ethics of Bringing Lost Species Back to
Life.” In addition, this unit includes the selections “Fate or Foolishness” and “The Science of Genetically Altering
Foods: Should We Do It?” texts that have been written at three different proficiency levels. These texts serve as
structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them and help students access the complex authentic
literature in the unit.
Objectives
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

Explore background information about the concept of technology and its unexpected effects.
Identify and apply rules for using Latin prefixes that refer to numbers.
Practice defining vocabulary words using context.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying noun phrases.
Identify cause and effect relationships in the plot.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying and using adverbs and adverb clauses.
Participate in a small-group discussion using strategies to make inferences about a character.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for defining multiple-meaning words.
Practice using concrete strategies for identifying the mood in a text.
Explore background information about our interactions with powerful technology.
Identify and apply rules for using participial phrases to condense ideas.
Identify and apply rules for using verb tenses to signal a sequence of events.
Determine the connotations of words using context clues and reference materials.
Practice using concrete strategies for comparing and contrasting information from multimedia.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying the meaning of figurative language.
Practice using concrete strategies for identifying and explaining the central or main idea.
Practice defining vocabulary words using context.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for using references materials to determine the meanings of
unfamiliar words.
Practice paraphrasing key ideas from a non-fiction text.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for using morphology to select appropriate affixes.
Prepare and participate in a whole-class discussion, taking a position on an issue.
Practice using concrete strategies for identifying author’s purpose and point of view.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for using noun phrases.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for using the conditional mood.
Debate a concept with the whole class while using learned phrases.
Practice using concrete strategies for identifying the structure of an informational text and explaining how it
helps support the central or main idea.

Assignment
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
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Argumentative: This unit explores the ethical and moral dilemmas behind scientific advances to improve human life.
Using at least one text from this unit and two credible outside sources, make a claim that argues either for or against
the use of science or technology in the case of the text of your choosing. Use specific examples, appropriate
rhetorical devices, and relevant evidence to support your thesis. Cite the sources of any evidence that supports your
reasoning, and be sure to establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.
Narrative: Write a fictional narrative that explores the dilemmas that mankind faces when developing and
implementing new technologies or new findings in science. Your narrative may reflect the characteristics of, for
example, a myth, science fiction, historical fiction, or realistic fiction. Base your narrative on plausible or even
existing technologies or scientific breakthroughs. Be sure you include characters, setting details, and a clear plot
centered on an ethical dilemma involving science or technology, with a beginning, middle, and end.
Literary Analysis: Think about the many ways and various genres authors use to discuss the role of science and
technology in human life. Choose two to three texts from this unit that intrigued you. Write an essay in which you
analyze the ways in which the authors communicate ideas about science technology. What techniques help make a
technical or scientific subject so interesting? Present a claim expressed in a clear thesis statement that states what
makes the authors’ approaches effective for developing their main ideas or themes. Cite relevant evidence from the
texts, plus one or two additional credible sources, to help support your claim.
Unit 4: The Human Connection
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD
standards: The Book Thief, Night, and “Those Winter Sundays.” In addition, this unit includes the selections “The
Christmas Truce of 1914” and “When Everything Changed” texts that have been written at three different proficiency
levels. These texts serve as structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them and help students access
the complex authentic literature in the unit.
Objectives
1. Explore background information about the concept of what happens when humans connect.
2. Practice identifying and understanding how context clues can help a reader understand multiple-meaning
words.
3. Explore background information about a literary text about grief, loss, and love that takes place during World
War II.
4. Identify and apply rules for using transition words and phrases.
5. Practice and apply concrete strategies for analyzing context clues to comprehend figurative language in
texts.
6. Participate in a collaborative discussion to practice asking and answering relevant, on-topic questions.
7. Identify and sort text-based responses and opinions.
8. Practice concrete strategies for identifying the connotations and denotations of words in a text in order to
better understand the ideas an author seeks to convey.
9. Practice defining vocabulary words using context.
10. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using morphology to understand the meaning of unknown words.
11. Identify how the author supports the main ideas in the text.
12. Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying nouns and noun phrases in texts.
13. Participate in a collaborative discussion to practice providing coherent and well-articulated comments and
additional relevant information.
14. Practice concrete strategies for identifying the tone of a text.
15. Explore background information about the Holocaust.
16. Identify and apply rules for using affixes.
17. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using verb tenses.
18. Participate in a whole-class discussion, using coherent and well-articulated comments.
19. Practice using concrete strategies for identifying tone and using it to deepen an understanding of the text.
20. Practice using concrete strategies for identifying the meaning of words.
21. Practice and apply concrete strategies for using verb tenses appropriately.
22. Draw conclusions and make inferences about the text.
23. Practice and apply concrete strategies for analyzing referring words, such as pronouns, nominalizations, and
synonyms, to comprehend cohesion within a text.
24. Debate a concept with the whole class while focusing on negotiating with and persuading others.
25. Practice using concrete strategies for identifying the author’s tone and evaluating how effectively he or she
uses language to create an effect on the audience.
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26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Practice and apply concrete strategies for expanding noun phrases.
Participate in a collaborative discussion to consider how one line of the poem contributes to the theme.
Practice and apply concrete strategies for combining clauses to create compound and complex sentences.
Participate in a whole-class discussion with a focus on paraphrasing key ideas about the text.
Practice identifying main ideas and important details.

Unit 4 Novel Study: “Night” by Elie Wiesel
Assignment
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
Argumentative: The authors of the selections in this unit have focused on the interactions between human beings
and their societies. What is the appropriate role of media in preserving, protecting, or advancing civilization and the
lives of the human beings who inhabit a society? Write an essay with a claim in the form of a thesis statement that
answers this question. Choose two texts from the unit as well as three additional credible sources to support your
ideas. Cite sources of relevant evidence in the form of reasons, facts, definitions, and other details. Be sure to
anticipate your audience’s prior knowledge and possible biases, while maintaining a formal style and objective tone.
Informative/Explanatory: Select one of the texts and authors from this unit to research. What impact has this author
had in terms of helping our understanding of technology or science in society? In what other ways has this author
explored the theme or main idea concerning the connections between humans and the scientific world? Locate at
least three credible sources to provide additional information to support your thesis. Cite your sources of information
and be sure to include a conclusion that follows from your information and supports your thesis statement.
Literary Analysis: Think about the ways in which the authors in this unit wrote about the interactions between human
beings and the civilizations they inhabit or create. Choose two to three texts read this unit from at least two different
eras. Write an essay in which you analyze the ways in which the authors address the interactions of humans and
their worlds. What theme or main idea is most prevalent? How are the themes or ideas connected across the texts,
and why do you think this is? Present a claim expressed in a clear thesis statement. Cite information and evidence
from the texts, as well as from one or two additional credible sources, to help support your claim.
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