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13. Course Content:
For each unit of the course, provide:
1. A brief description (5-10 sentences) of topics to be addressed that demonstrates the
critical thinking, depth and progression of content covered.
2. A brief summary (2-4 sentences) of at least one assignment that explains what a student
produces, how the student completes the assignment and what the student learns.
Unit 1: Empathy
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD standards:
To Kill a Mockingbird, “Statement on the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.,” and Endangered Dreams. In addition, this
unit includes the selections “The Best Thanksgiving” and “The Kiss,” texts that have been written at three different proficiency
levels. These texts serve as structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them and help students access the complex
authentic literature in the unit.
Students will learn about the concept of empathy and preview some of the upcoming themes and texts. Students will practice
interpreting and understanding figurative meanings to help them better communicate when describing empathy.
Unit 1 Objectives:
1.Practice defining vocabulary words using context and prior knowledge.
2.Explore background information about the concept of what happens when we have empathy for others.
3.Interpret and understand figurative meanings.
4.Practice defining vocabulary words using context.
5.Practice identifying language resources that connect ideas and analyzing cause and effect relationships within a text.
6.Participate in a collaborative discussion with a focus on providing coherent, well-articulated comments.
7.Identify and apply rules for using adverbs and adverbial clauses.
8.Practice and apply concrete strategies for understanding dialect.
9.Contribute to collaborative discussions focused on characters and dialogue.
10.Use knowledge of morphology to appropriately select affixes.
11.Work in groups to discuss/explain the text's key ideas and the phenomenon of famous photographs in general.
12.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using particular verb tenses and aspects.
13.Understand and use multiple-meaning words.
14.Make inferences and/or draw conclusions based on close reading of a text and close viewing of a related photo.
Unit 1 Novel Study: “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee.
Assignment:
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
Informative/Explanatory: One of the purposes of informational texts is to educate people about the plights and problems of
others. Think of a problem, situation, or event you would like others to know more about. Using at least three outside sources,
write an informative essay that explains more about the problem, situation, or event of your choosing, as well as suggesting what
your readers can do to help. To begin, choose one of the informational texts in this unit that has an approach and a style you like.
Use your chosen mentor text as a model for your own writing. Following your essay, write a paragraph to explain how your
chosen mentor text helped you write your essay.
Narrative: The texts in this unit center on the idea of developing empathy for others. Think of a time in your own life when you
or someone you know needed to feel more empathy, or would have liked more empathy from others. Write a fictional narrative
or a personal narrative that explores this situation. Set out the situation, problem, or observation, establish a point of view,
introduce a narrator and/or characters, and use a variety of techniques to help readers experience a feeling of empathy for the
people or characters described in your narrative.
Literary Analysis: Think about the ways in which authors from this unit, of all genres, evoke empathy for their subjects. Select
one informational text and one text that is either poetry or fiction. Analyze each text for the subjects, ideas, language, details,
and techniques each writer includes to develop his or her ideas. In what ways does the author of the informational text draw on
techniques used in fiction or poetry? In what ways does the poem or fiction text connect to the real world? How do these choices
bring out empathy in the reader? Cite specific details from each text, as well as information from at least two outside sources, to
support your ideas.
Unit 2: Leadership
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD standards:
“Ozymandias,” Ancient Greece: A Political, Social, and Cultural History, and The Odyssey: A Graphic Novel. In addition, this
unit includes the selections “A Golden Coin” and “Two Notable Chinese Leaders,” texts that have been written at three different
proficiency levels. These texts serve as structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them and help students access the
complex authentic literature in the unit.
Unit 2 Objectives:
1.Practice defining vocabulary words using context and prior knowledge.
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2.Explore background information about the concept of leadership and power.
3.Understand specific connotations and choice of words.
4.Evaluate how writers make language choices to create specific effects, such as tone.
5.Practice making and discussing inferences about a piece of literature, with a focus on affirming others.
6.Investigate poetic language and the meaning behind specific word choices.
7.Prepare and participate in a whole-class discussion with a focus on providing coherent and well-articulated comments and
additional relevant information.
8.Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying and using past- and present-tense verbs and verb phrases.
9.Practice paraphrasing and discussing the main points of the text.
10.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using compound verb phrases.
11.Use domain-specific words and textual evidence to discuss the text.
12.Practice and apply concrete strategies for determining definitions of multiple-meaning words and understanding figurative
language.
13.Participate in whole-class discussion.
Assignment
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
Argumentative: The essential question for this unit explores the idea of leadership: What are the responsibilities of power? Write
an argumentative essay in which you make and support a claim concerning the responsibilities of those in power. Choose two
texts from this unit that you feel make strong claims about leadership. Cite evidence from both texts to support your claim and to
address any counterclaims. In addition, cite evidence from at least two additional sources to strengthen your argument. Finally,
provide a concluding statement that follows and supports your thesis.
Informative/Explanatory: This unit—through fiction, informational text, and poetry—explores the idea of leadership over a long
span of time in several locations. How have ideas of leadership changed over time and across the world? Write an informative
essay that addresses this question in a focused way, perhaps in two locations, in different times, or in one place over many years.
Develop a thesis statement, include relevant facts and concrete details from your sources, and establish and maintain a formal
style and objective tone. Your information should draw from unit texts from two or three different eras or places, and also from
at least two outside sources. Cite your sources and be sure to define any specialized vocabulary.
Narrative: Make a list of five leadership qualities or characteristics that have stood out for you as you read the texts of this unit.
Next, think of situations that demand strong, effective leadership—remembering that leaders are needed, for example, in
families, among friends, at school and work, on the battlefield, and in political office. Write a narrative in which you create a
leader who embodies at least three of the five traits you have identified, and who has the chance to demonstrate those qualities in
specific circumstances. Remember to engage the reader by establishing a point of view, using narrative techniques such as
dialogue and descriptive details, and creating a clear sequence of events.
Unit 3: Dreams and Aspirations
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD standards:
Of Mice and Men, The Joy Luck Club, and The Voice That Challenged a Nation. In addition, this unit includes the selections
“My Dad’s Dream” and “A First in Space,” texts that have been written at three different proficiency levels. These texts serve as
structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them and help students access the complex authentic literature in the
unit.
Unit 3 Objectives:
1.Explore background information about the concept of people's dreams and aspirations.
2.Develop knowledge of word choice and how writers use words with positive or negative connotations to convey an overall
tone or nuanced idea.
3.Identify and apply rules for condensing sentences.
4.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using nouns and noun phrases.
5.Participate in a whole-class discussion about one of the characters from the text.
6.Practice defining vocabulary words using context.
7.Practice selecting appropriate affixes for a variety of words.
8.Participate in a collaborative discussion with a focus on noun phrases to present and critique points of view.
9.Practice and apply concrete strategies for understanding cohesion, including using various resources for referring back to
something in a text.
10.Participate in a whole-group discussion on the topic of individual dreams vs. other people’s expectations, with a focus on the
discussion skill of adjusting language for context and purpose.
11.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using verb tenses, aspects, and moods.
12.Express opinions using modal expressions in a whole-class discussion focused on character analysis.
13.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using morphology to determine word meaning.
14.Participate in a small-group discussion focused on providing coherent and well-articulated comments and additional relevant
information.
15.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using verb tenses, moods, and aspects to express sequences.
16.Participate in a small-group discussion to identify causes and effects.
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17.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using adverbs, adverb phrases, and prepositional phrases.
18.Participate in a whole-class discussion on the selection, with a focus on drawing inferences and conclusions from texts.
Assignment
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
Argumentative: Review the selections you have read in this unit. Choose two selections to write an argumentative essay that
makes a claim about who in the unit had the largest obstacle to overcome in an effort to achieve a dream and reach his or her
aspirations: Susan Cisneros, who aspired to be a writer rather than just “someone’s wife;” Susan B. Anthony, who wanted
American women to have the same right to vote as men; Marian Anderson, who fought prejudice all of her life; or John F.
Kennedy, who wanted an American to set foot on the moon before the end of the 1960s. When writing your claim, use textual
evidence from the two selections you have chosen from the unit to support it. As you write, keep in mind the unit’s essential
question: What makes a dream worth pursuing?
Narrative: You have been reading about people, both fictional and historical, who conceive of a better self or a better world and
take the steps required to turn their dreams into reality. In John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, Lennie and George move from
job to job and dream of having their own farm and “living off the fat of the land;” in “The Necklace,” young Mathilde dreams of
wealth beyond imagining. This is in stark contrast to much of the nonfiction in the unit, in which historical figures such as Susan
B. Anthony have aspirations for humanity as a whole. Write a narrative or a poem about real or imagined events in which a
protagonist aspires to have a lasting impact on others.
Literary Analysis: How might our dreams and aspirations affect others? In this unit, you have been reading texts about fictional
and historical figures who felt they had dreams worth pursuing, and they were motivated to try and achieve their goals. Write a
literary analysis of two selections from this unit in which you examine which historical figure had the most lasting impact on
others, both in their own historical time period and the decades that followed. Analyze how effectively each text communicates
its subject’s message
Unit 4: All for Love
In this unit, students will have an opportunity to read the following texts and practice the skills required by the ELD standards:
The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, Why We Love: The Nature and Chemistry of Romantic Love, and Romantic Love: Reality or
Myth? In addition, this unit includes the selections “Love at First Sight” and “Food: Love or Addiction,” texts that have been
written at three different proficiency levels. These texts serve as structural and thematic models for the texts that follow them
and help students access the complex authentic literature in the unit.
Unit 4 Objectives
1.Explore background information about the concept of love and how it affects people’s lives.
2.Identify ways that knowledge of morphology can help writers and speakers select appropriate affixes to manipulate language.
3.Practice and apply concrete strategies for combining clauses.
4.Participate in a small-group discussion about the pros and cons of texting, with a focus on stating opinions and persuading
others.
5.Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying and adjusting language for both formal and informal purposes.
6.Participate in a whole-group discussion focused on stating the theme of a text and taking turns.
7.Practice defining vocabulary words using context and prior knowledge.
8.Explore background information about the power of love.
9.Identify and apply rules for condensing sentences.
10.Practice and apply concrete strategies for understanding characters’ language.
11.Participate in a whole-class discussion focused on asking and answering relevant, on-topic questions.
12.Close read a small passage of leveled text.
13.Practice using language resources for linking ideas, events, or reasons to comprehend a text.
14.Participate in a collaborative discussion with a focus on paraphrasing key ideas.
15.Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying and using verb tenses, aspects, and moods to summarize texts and ideas.
16.Practice and apply concrete strategies for identifying and expanding noun phrases to add detail.
17.Participate in a debate on the topic of processed foods using negotiating or persuasive phrases.
18.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using context clues and reference materials to determine the meaning of unfamiliar
words in a text.
19.Practice and apply concrete strategies for using modifiers to expand nouns into noun phrases to provide greater detail,
specificity, and emphasis.
Assignment
Students will complete one of the following writing assignments:
Argumentative: Think about the selections you have read in this unit about love, including the impact this emotion can have on
individuals and the human condition as a whole. Then pick two of the selections from the unit and write an argumentative essay
that presents a claim in answer to the following question: How is it that love can bring people together and also drive them
apart? Along with information from the selections, include research from at least three other credible print and digital sources to
support your claim and develop your argument.
Informative/Explanatory: The selections in this unit, both fiction and nonfiction, explore the overpowering and yet somewhat
ambiguous emotion of love. The word “love” is derived from the old English word “lufian,” which means “to cherish, to delight
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in, or to approve.” Write an informative/explanatory essay in which you explain how three individuals in three of the excerpts
you have read demonstrated this original meaning of the word through their words and actions. Analyze the impact falling in
love had on each character as well as what each of these characters took away from the experience, and whether the experiences
are similar in any way.
Literary Analysis: As the selections you have read in this unit show, love can be ennobling or it can turn into an obsession.
Whatever the end result, it is often a defining force in the human experience, and people who experience it are often changed
forever. Choose two selections from this unit and think about the main character or the narrator in each one. What sort of impact
does falling in love have on them? Is the experience a transformative one or is it ultimately destructive? Write a literary analysis
that shows how falling in love can change people for better or sometimes for worse.
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&RXUVH2YHUYLHZ>3URYLGHDEULHIVXPPDU\VQDSVKRW VHQWHQFHV RIWKHFRXUVH VFRQWHQW@
This course is designed to help English learner students develop high levels of academic achievement and proficiency across the core content
areas in reading, writing, listening and speaking. The course itself is a combination of English Language Development using the curriculum of the
English I courses at the student’s school. English learners are expected to develop their target language while they interact with a variety of text
types from which they must form meaning after analysis and interpretation.

This curriculum is meant to be adaptable to the various linguistic needs and levels of the students in the course. This course should reactivate prior
linguistic knowledge while promoting new skill acquisition. As the language skills of the students increase, the teacher is expected to reflect this
shift in their teaching and assessment style. Materials are left purposefully flexible as well, in order to be appropriately selected to be within the
zone of proximal development of the students. It is expected that the teacher will be continuously monitoring the growth and progress of the
students’ language, and making text selections accordingly.
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